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Kent Downs National Landscape
Draft Management Plan

Consultation Questionnaire

The Kent Downs National Landscape partnership is seeking your views on the draft
Kent Downs Management Plan 2027 — 2032 and the Landscape-led Design
Handbook.

The Kent Downs is a truly special and varied place: a landscape of drama and
intimacy. From ancient woodlands and delicate chalk grasslands to peaceful valleys,
oast houses, orchards, and the iconic white cliffs. This is a living landscape rich in
nature, history, and beauty. Some species found here exist nowhere else in Britain.

Around 74,000 people live within the Kent Downs, and more than two million live
within ten kilometre of its boundary. It's a treasured escape on the doorstep of some
of the South East’s busiest towns and cities.

By taking part in this consultation, you will help us to make sure the Management
Plan, Landscape-led Design Handbook, and supporting documents, are as good as
they can be, and assist us in the future conservation and enhancement of this
special place for everyone. Thank you for taking the time to help us.

What information do you need before completing the questionnaire?

We recommend reading the Draft Management Plan and Landscape-led Design
Handbook (or the sections most relevant to you) before completing this
questionnaire.

The Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Report (and non-technical summary)
and Equality Impact Assessment are also available. All consultation material can be
accessed on the consultation webpage www.kent.gov.uk/kentdowns, and can be
provided in paper copy or an alternative format on request.

Have your say

We have provided this questionnaire for you to tell us your views on the draft
Management Plan, Landscape-led Design Handbook and supporting
assessments. It should be completed online at www.kent.gov.uk/kentdowns.

If you are unable to complete the questionnaire online, please fill in this Word/paper
form and return it by:

e  Email: mail@kentdowns.org.uk

* Post: Kent Downs National Landscape Unit, The Granary, Canterbury Road,
East Brabourne, Ashford, Kent, TN25 5LL.
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The questionnaire is split into five sections:

Section 1 — About You Page 3
Section 2 — The Kent Downs Management Plan Page 5
Section 3 — Landscape-led Design Handbook Page 49
Section 4 — Supporting Assessments Page 54
Section 5 — Equality Monitoring Page 56

We recognise the Kent Downs Management Plan and accompanying Landscape-led
Design Handbook cover a wide range of topics and a large geographic area. Please
don’t feel you need to answer all the questions. You can respond to as many of
the sections or questions as you wish. If you would prefer not to comment on a
section or question, please move on to the next one.

In your answers, please don’t include any personal information that could identify
you or anyone else.

All responses are welcome and will be carefully considered. Comments supported by
evidence or specific examples will be especially helpful in shaping the final
Management Plan, Landscape-led Design Handbook and supporting assessments.

If you need any help taking part, have any questions or need a paper copy of the
questionnaire, please contact us at: mail@kentdowns.org.uk

Please ensure your response reaches us by midnight on Sunday 9 August
2026.

Alternative Formats: If you need this questionnaire in an alternative format,
please email alternativeformats@kent.gov.uk or call 03000 421553 (text relay
service number: 18001 03000 421553). This number goes to an answering
machine which is monitored during office hours.

Privacy: Kent County Council (KCC) is hosting this questionnaire on behalf of the
Kent Downs National Landscape team. KCC is the employing authority for the team.
When we refer to KCC in the Privacy Policy it includes them. KCC collects and
processes personal information in order to provide a range of public services. KCC
respects the privacy of individuals and endeavours to ensure personal information is
collected fairly, lawfully, and in compliance with the United Kingdom General Data
Protection Regulation and Data Protection Act 2018. Read the full Privacy Policy at
the end of this document.
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Section 1 — About You

Before we ask you for your views on the draft Management Plan, we would like to
ask you a few quick questions about yourself. This information will help us to
understand your views in more depth.

Q1. Are you responding as ...? Please select the option from the list below that
most closely represents how you are responding to this questionnaire.

Please select one option.

Yourself as an individual

Yourself in your professional capacity

X | A Parish / Town / Borough / District / Unitary / County Councillor

A representative of a local community group or residents’ association

On behalf of a business

On behalf of a charity or Voluntary, Community or Social Enterprise (VCSE)
organisation

On behalf of a Parish / Town / Borough / District / Unitary Council in an official
capacity

On behalf of an education establishment, such as a school or college

Something else, please tell us:

Q1a. If you are responding in your professional capacity, please tell us what it
is. Please write in below.

Q1b. If you are responding on behalf of an organisation, please tell us the
name of your organisation. Please write in below.

Bredgar Parish Council
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Q2. Please tell us the first five characters of your ME98E
postcode:

Please do not reveal your whole postcode. If you are responding on behalf of
an organisation, please use your organisation’s postcode. We use this to help
us to analyse our data. It will not be used to identify who you are.

Q3. How did you find out about this consultation?
Please select all that apply.

Business card

X | Email from the Kent Downs National Landscape team (@kentdowns.org.uk)

E-newsletter from the Kent Downs National Landscape team

Email from Let’s Talk Kent / Kent County Council’'s Engagement & Consultation team

From a Parish / Town / Borough / District / Unitary / County Council

From a friend or family member

From another organisation

On social media (e.g. Facebook / Instagram / LinkedIn / Nextdoor / X)

On the Kent Downs National Landscape website

Poster

Something else, please tell us:
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Section 2 — The Kent Downs Management Plan

In this section you can provide feedback on the draft Kent Downs Management Plan.
There are questions on the following elements:

e QOur Vision for the Kent Downs in 2047 Page 6
¢ Our Mission Statement Page 8
e Chapter 1: Introduction Page 9
e Chapter 2: The Kent Downs National Landscape Page 9

(including the aims and principles for the management
of the Kent Downs National Landscape)
e Chapter 3: The Management of the Kent Downs National Landscape Page 10

e Chapter 4: The Strategy Page 13
o Part A: Special Qualities Page 13
o Part B: Social and Economic Components Page 38

You can also provide any other comments on the Management Plan and examples
of local landscape, biodiversity or access projects (page 47). You can answer as
many of the questions as you wish. If you don’t want to provide feedback on a
section or question, please move on to the next one.

Q4. Is the draft Kent Downs Management Plan clear and easy to
understand? Please select one option.

X | Yes

Partly

No

| don’t know

Q4a. If you answered ‘Partly’ or ‘No’, please tell us in the box below how we
could make it clearer and/or easier to understand. If your comment is
about a specific part of the Management Plan, please make it clear in your
answer.
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Our Vision for the Kent Downs in 2047

The draft Management Plan introduces a new overarching vision, replacing the
section-specific visions in the current Management Plan. A vision is a description of
what an organisation would like to achieve or accomplish. It is intended to serve as a
guide for what action will be taken in the future.

The overarching ten-year vision for the Kent Downs National Landscape, as
set out in the draft Management Plan 2027-32:

... in 2047 the outstanding far-reaching views from the dramatic south-
facing scarp and rolling Greensand Ridge, loved by so many, are wild, open
and uninterrupted, our chalk grasslands are vibrant with wildflowers and our
secluded dry valleys and networks of narrow lanes linking ancient
settlements retain their charm and beauty. Our woodlands are productive
and thriving, alive with birdsong and a new generation of trees growing
alongside those which are ancient; our farms are productive, resilient and
friendly to nature and natural beauty, orchards bloom and fruit with the
rhythm of the seasons and our vineyards produce wine and wildlife that
ranks among the best in the world. Our rich cultural heritage endures and
expands, and despite the developmental pressures that our location exerts,
the Kent Downs remains a haven for greater tranquillity; with darker night
skies affording enjoyment of the stars for residents and visitors.

... in 2047, the important geological, natural and cultural heritage of the
Kent Downs, including our iconic dramatic chalk cliffs, is recognised,
respected and celebrated nationally and internationally and UNESCO
Global Geopark status for the Kent Downs, Strait of Dover and Parc Natural
Regional des Caps et Marais d’Opale has been secured and retained.

...in 2047 the Kent Downs is a living, thriving landscape, a place where the
economy and change benefit the landscape and supports its communities;
and where nature recovery, and innovative responses to pressures have
recovered and enhanced the landscape for everyone.

...in 2047 our strong, dynamic partnership leads this endeavour. We are
creative and collaborative, working with partners, communities and land
managers to recover, conserve, enhance, enjoy and promote an
internationally recognised and internationally valued landscape.

...in 2047 the Kent Downs is greener, healthier, wilder and more beautiful,
widely valued, more accessible and enjoyed and cherished by all. The
landscape is not only protected but actively renewed, its recovery has been
secured and its future conservation and enhancement is a certainty.
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Q5. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the vision for the Kent
Downs National Landscape in 2047? Please select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q5a. If you have any comments or suggestions on the vision, please tell us in
the box below.

Bredgar Parish Council are concerned that there is a 'gap’ in the vision in regard of
butterflies and moths. Their omission is inconsistent with the plan's own evidence
base: Section 4.3.24 describes chalk downland's insect life as "the essence of
natural beauty in the Kent Downs," and 4.4.32 documents real species recovery
work with duke of burgundy, black veined moth, small blue and others. The plan also
links dark skies directly to moths elsewhere (4.9.9, on nocturnal species including
Marshmallow moth). Given East Kent also holds the greatest concentration of rare
and threatened moth species in the UK, and Kent's butterflies and moths have
suffered serious declines from habitat loss and farming practices including pesticide
use, this feels like an oversight rather than a deliberate choice.

We suggest two small amendments to the first paragraph:
"...our chalk grasslands are vibrant with wildflowers and dancing with butterflies..."
and

"...the Kent Downs remains a haven for greater tranquillity; with darker night skies
affording enjoyment of the stars for residents and visitors, and cover for the moths
that flutter beneath them."”

There is much work to be done to achieve the vision. Of particular importance are
working in partnership with all stakeholders (particularly farmers / land managers) to
deliver the goals, and communicating effectively with the public to raise awareness of
the importance of dark skies and tranquillity.

Could the Kent Downs National Landscape Partnership run a publicity campaign
encouraging businesses and households within the National Landscape to use
external lighting more sensitively? Such a campaign would also give Parish Councils
and other interested organisations an opportunity to support the effort and help
spread awareness.
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Our Mission Statement

A mission statement is a short, clear statement that explains an organisation’s
purpose - what it does, who it serves, and how it delivers value. It guides day-to-day
decisions and helps keep work aligned with the organisation’s core goals and values.

The mission statement for the Kent Downs National Landscape, as set out in
the draft Management Plan 2027-32:

The Kent Downs National Landscape is outstandingly beautiful but
breaking; it faces many risks and challenges. Our mission is to protect and
recover, conserve and enhance this extraordinary landscape in
everything we do, and to ensure it is welcoming and accessible for
everyone to enjoy.

We lead, challenge, collaborate and champion; we work through
partnership. We bring together landowners, land managers, diverse
communities, organisations and individuals to create and deliver our
Mission, Vision and Plan.

Through this Plan, our team and our partners will ensure the Kent Downs
National Landscape.

Q6. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the mission statement?
Please select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q6a. If you have any comments on the mission statement, please tell us in
the box below.

Bredgar Parish Council consider It important to recognise the harm that has been
done to the Kent Downs over the last half century due to the many changes in farming
practices within the National Landscape and ill-conceived development in its setting.
Your recognition that the Kent Downs are broken is an essential step towards
recovery. Recovery must be as widespread as possible and not a process of creating
'islands' of improvement. For example, restoration of lost roadside hedgerows across
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the whole Kent Downs dip slope - not just around a few fields.

Chapter 1: Introduction

Chapter 1 (pages 9 to 15 of the draft Management Plan) introduces the Management
Plan review, explaining the National Landscape designation, the purpose and scope
of the review, and the key legislative and policy context.

Q7. If you have any comments or suggestions on Chapter 1, please tell us in
the box below. If your comment is about a specific part of Chapter 1, please
make that clear in your answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence
or examples.

Bredgar Parish Council note our responsibility under the change in the statutory duty
to 'seek to further the purpose of conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of the
area’ - something we were aware of but useful to reflect on.

Paragraph 1.3.12 refers to appendix 1 but this could not be found in the document or
elsewhere.

Chapter 1 is predominantly factual and straightforward - no further comments.

Chapter 2: The Kent Downs National Landscape — a
landscape in balance

Chapter 2 (pages 16 to 34) introduces the Kent Downs National Landscape, setting
out what makes the Kent Downs National Landscape distinctive and why it matters.
It also summarises the social and economic role of the area - its communities and
the demand for access and enjoyment - before highlighting the key cross-cutting
pressures and drivers for change.

You will be asked for your views on the special qualities and social and economic
components of the Kent Downs National Landscape later in the questionnaire.

Q8. If you have any comments or suggestions on Chapter 2, please tell us in
the box below. If your comment is about a specific part of Chapter 2, please
make that clear in your answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence
or examples.

Bredgar Parish Council endorse Chapter 2 and its description of the distinctive
landscape character and views. Paragraphs 2.3.1 and 2.3.2 could be improved by
recognising the 'north-facing' dip slope characteristics more prominently. For
example, the long distance panoramas looking north over the Medway and Thames

10
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estuaries and many dry valleys in the 'north-facing' dip slope.

As residents of this special area we strongly recognise and value its special qualities.
Particularly including those qualities of tranquillity, dark night skies and remoteness
which are most challenged by the growth of urban development. We endorse the
importance and relevance of paragraphs 2.3.17 to 2.3.19. Somehow these qualities
and characteristics must be retained when urban or business growth nearby happens
through strong controls over development to ensure it enhances rather than destroys.

The plan is right to consider the setting of the National Landscape and the Kent
Downs Partnership should seek to influence planning in the setting. For example, the
highest grade agricultural land is found on the Kent Down dip slope in the setting
known as the Sittingbourne fruit belt through to Faversham. The Kent Downs
Partnership through their Management Plan and planning consultations responses
should influence planning to protect these premium soils for future generations food
security and to retain their contribution to the valued landscape.

Bredgar Parish Council welcomes and supports initiatives such as UNESCO Global
Geopark status if they help protect our Kent Downs for future generations and bring
worldwide recognition of our remarkable region.

In Bredgar, close to the M2 and many development pressures for growth, the positive
influence of The Kent Downs Management Plan on development and land
management is of paramount importance. Both in delivering improvements and
access to the Kent Downs but most importantly in opposing poorly planned
development that poses a significant threat to the National Landscape as described in
paragraph 2.5.21.

In paragraph 2.6.1 their is a misspelt word - "fist" should be "first".

Bredgar Parish Council strongly support the principles for the future of the Kent
Downs National Landscape in 2.6.8. We particularly agree that the Kent Downs
Landscape is probably the most threatened in the UK and that the Kent Downs
National Landscape partnership should pursue every opportunity to generate greater
influence and energy to conserve, enhance and expand the Kent Downs National
Landscape boundaries.

Chapter 3: The Management of the Kent Downs National
Landscape

This chapter (pages 35 to 46) explains how the Kent Downs National Landscape is
managed through the statutory Management Plan and the partnership that delivers
it, setting out the Plan’s purpose, scope, and role in guiding a shared vision and
coordinated action. It clarifies that, while the Plan is not planning policy, it provides
evidence and is a material consideration in plan-making and planning decisions. This
chapter also outlines who the Plan is for (local authorities, relevant public bodies and
statutory undertakers, plus wider stakeholders) and describes the partnership,
governance and resourcing arrangements, including likely future change.

The aims for the management of the Kent Downs National Landscape:
A landscape in which:

11
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1. The Kent Downs National Landscape partnership is effective and
influential, properly resourced, suitably representative and has the
levers for positive change which are fit for purpose and recover the
valued character and special qualities of the landscape.

2. The National Landscape partnership provides leadership and direction;
it works collaboratively to secure the resources for the future
conservation and enhancement of the Kent Downs within the context of
the Kent Downs National Landscape Management Plan and is open to
the views of all people, is adaptive and flexible to change.

Q9. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
aims for the management of the Kent Downs National Landscape?

Please select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know
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Q9a. If you have any comments or suggestions on the aims, please tell us in
the box below. If your comment is about a specific aim, please make that
clear in your answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence or
examples.

Bredgar Parish Council support the aims of the Kent Downs National Landscape
Management Plan.

In the recent Local Government Re-organisation consultation we opposed the change
and the loss of local democracy that it will deliver. The reduced representation of local
community views, loss of district planning authorities and removal of a duty to co-
operate between the new Unitary Councils makes the role of the Kent Downs National
Landscape partnership even more important. The Kent Downs National Landscape
plan and partnership must deliver strong leadership and greater influence on planning
in the new structure to achieve the aims. We note and commend that the plan
recognises this in paragraph 3.6.4 in the statement about the "need to consider new
and more impactful models for the management of the Kent Downs National
Landscape".

The principles for the management of the Kent Downs National Landscape:

MP1. The Kent Downs National Landscape Management Plan and its
supporting documents, supported by a strong partnership approach, will
be pursued as the primary means to co-ordinate, and promote, develop
and deliver the management, conservation and enhancement of the
Kent Downs National Landscape.

MP2. When exercising or performing their functions in relation to, or to affect,
land in the Kent Downs National Landscape all relevant authorities must
seek to further the purpose of conserving and enhancing its natural
beauty.

MP3. The development of strong, diverse working partnerships and landscape
scale collaborations, including with other National Landscapes, to
implement the mission, vision, aims and principles of the Kent Downs
National Landscape Management Plan will be pursued.

MP4. Securing Downs UNESCO Global Geopark status and appropriate
management for the Kent Downs, Strait of Dover and Parc Natural
Regional des Caps et Marais d’Opale will be pursued and retained.

MP5. The active involvement and co-creation with diverse and under-served
groups in decisions affecting the Kent Downs, and in projects impacting
it, will be pursued.

MP6. The preparation and review of the Management Plan, advocacy of its
vision, aims and principles and delivery of its the actions will be pursued

13
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through a properly resourced Kent Downs National Landscape Team,
supported technically and financially by its local authorities.

MP7. The guiding principles for the governance and hosting of the Kent Downs
National Landscape Team and partnership will be retained through the
expected review and local government reorganisation.

MP8. The National Landscape partnership and Team will identify and pursue
new models and new routes to resources to secure the future
conservation and enhancement of the landscape; this will include
developing a social value management plan.

MP9. Guidance documents, position statements and advice notes on how
development can contribute to conserving and enhancing the natural
beauty and local distinctiveness of the Kent Downs which supports the
delivery of this Management Plan will be produced. Such guidance shall
be used to guide proposals and decisions affecting the National
Landscape and its setting.

MP10. The National Landscape Partnership will pursue extensions to the
National Landscape boundary through the official Natural England led
process where there is criteria-based evidence and local support to do
SO.

Q10. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
principles for the management of the Kent Downs National Landscape?

Please select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q10a. If you have any comments or suggestions on the principles, please tell
us in the box below. If your comment is about a specific principle, please
make that clear in your answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence
or examples.

We support the principles in section 3.7 and encourage the Kent Downs National
Landscape to exert maximum pressure to offset the democratic loss and reduced
local community influence that will result from Local Government Reorganisation
(LGR).

14
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We see this expressed in principle MP7 and are reassured that the plan retains the
guiding principles for the governance and hosting. However, whilst Bredgar Parish
Council see the benefits of this partnership approach we are somewhat concerned
that there are conflict of interest risks. In such cases the Kent Downs National
Landscape team must stand firm and ensure the interests of the Kent Downs National
Landscape are communicated and prevail.

Q11. If you have any other comments or suggestions on Chapter 3, please tell
us in the box below. If your comment is about a specific part of Chapter 3,
please make that clear in your answer. Where possible, include supporting
evidence or examples.

Chapter 4: The Strategy

The Strategy section of the draft Management Plan (pages 47 to 185) sets out a
description of each of the special qualities and components identified in the Kent
Downs National Landscape. It provides a detailed description and evidence. In
accordance with Government guidance the Strategy then sets out the drivers for
change for each of the identified special qualities and social and economic
components.

Part A: Special Qualities

The draft Management Plan identifies eight special qualities which are key to the
future conservation and enhancement of the Kent Down National Landscapes.

You can answer questions on as many of the special qualities as you wish. If you
don’t want to provide feedback on a special quality or question, please move on to
the next one.

e |Landscape Character and Views Page 14
¢ Nature Page 17
e Farmed Landscapes Page 20

15
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¢ Woodland and Trees Page 33
e Cultural Heritage Page 26
e Heritage Coasts Page 29
¢ Geology and Natural Resources Page 32
e Tranquillity and Dark Night Skies Page 35

16
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Landscape Character and Views (pages 47 to 56 in the draft Management Plan)

Overview and context

Q12. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
special characteristics and qualities for landscape character and views?
Please select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q12a. If you have any comments on the special characteristics and qualities,
please tell us in the box below. If you feel we have missed any special
characteristics or qualities, please include these in your answer. Where
possible, include supporting evidence or examples.

This section has a comprehensive description of the special qualities of the
landscape. We commend the text.

17
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Drivers for change

Q13. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
drivers for change for landscape character and views? Please select one
option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q13a. If you have any comments on the drivers for change, please tell us in the
box below. If your comment is about a specific driver for change, please
make that clear in your answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence
or examples.

We agree with the listed drivers for change.
We would like to add the following observations:

Bredgar Parish Council would like to see more take up by farmers and land owners of
funding schemes like ELMs. We see minimal or no interest by major land owners.

Diversification of redundant farm infrastructure is both necessary and a risk.
Necessary to embrace change and growth. But with the risk of industrialisation of the
Kent Downs with wider undesirable impact on the roads. We already see examples of
this happening nearby where 19 small industrial units have been permitted on
Swanton Farm (Ref 23/502873/FULL). The Kent Downs National Landscape Team
need to be alert to these type of developments and seek to mitigate or reject
undesirable outcomes.

Aims

Q14. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
aims for landscape character and views? Please select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree
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Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q14a. If you have any comments on the aims, please tell us in the box below. If
your comment is about a specific aim, please make that clear in your answer.
Where possible, include supporting evidence or examples.

Bredgar Parish Council would like to see an additional Landscape and Character Aim
that recognises the importance of the rural lanes and protects them from
inappropriate use or excessive traffic volumes that cause degradation. These rural
lanes and their hedgerows are important to the landscape and provide access routes
for local communities within the National Landscape and pedestrians visiting.

Principles

Q15. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
principles for landscape character and views? Please select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q15a. If you have any comments on the principles, please tell us in the box
below. If your comment is about a specific principle, please make that clear
in your answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence or examples.
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Bredgar Parish Council would like to see a rural lanes principle LV9 added that
supports the aim proposed in our aims response.
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Nature (pages 56 to 72 in the draft Management Plan)

Overview and context

Q16. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
special characteristics and qualities for nature? Please select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q16a. If you have any comments on the special characteristics and qualities,
please tell us in the box below. If you feel we have missed any special
characteristics or qualities, please include these in your answer. Where
possible, include supporting evidence or examples.

Bredgar Parish Council agree with the identified special characteristics and qualities
for nature. We support the efforts for "Better, Bigger, More and Joined Up" nature
recovery. To achieve this major landowners need to be persuaded to participate and
deliver improvements. Simple measures such as more wilding, restoring hedgerows
along rural lanes, traditional orchards, reducing use of pesticides and respecting
water source protection zones are all of paramount importance for the Kent Downs
National Landscape team to promote to protect and enhance.
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Drivers for change

Q17. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
drivers for change for nature? Please select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q17a. If you have any comments on the drivers for change, please tell us in the
box below. If your comment is about a specific driver for change, please
make that clear in your answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence
or examples.

Bredgar Parish Council support Kent Downs National Landscape policies for nature
recovery and agree they should be a strong focus in this plan period.

Aims

Q18. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
aims for nature? Please select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know
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Q18a. If you have any comments on the aims, please tell us in the box below.
If your comment is about a specific aim, please make that clear in your
answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence or examples.

Bredgar Parish Council support the stated aims.

Principles

Q19 To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
principles for nature? Please select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q19a. If you have any comments on the principles, please tell us in the box
below. If your comment is about a specific principle, please make that clear
in your answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence or examples.

Bredgar Parish Council support the stated principles.
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Farmed Landscape (pages 72 to 89 in the draft Management Plan)

Overview and context

Q20. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
special characteristics and qualities for farmed landscapes? Please
select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q20a. If you have any comments on the special characteristics and qualities,
please tell us in the box below. If you feel we have missed any special
characteristics or qualities, please include these in your answer. Where
possible, include supporting evidence or examples.

Bredgar Parish Council agree with the farming landscape special characteristics and
qualities stated - they are well described.

We welcome recognition in paragraph 4.4.6 of the risk of the landscape becoming
'suburbanised' and would add that it drives increased road and transport usage -
adding further to the urbanisation of the Kent Downs as roads are widened (both
through development and over use).

The reference in paragraph 4.4.44 to the historic importance of orchards to the
special character of the National Landscape extending into the northern setting is
welcome and needs to be protected.
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Drivers for change

Q21. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
drivers for change for farmed landscapes? Please select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q21a. If you have any comments on the drivers for change, please tell us in the
box below. If your comment is about a specific driver for change, please
make that clear in your answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence
or examples.

The drivers for change are well described and all relevant.

Aims

Q22. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
aims for farmed landscapes? Please select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know
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Q22a. If you have any comments on the aims, please tell us in the box below.
If your comment is about a specific aim, please make that clear in your
answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence or examples.

Bredgar Parish Council support the stated aims. Aim 3 could be improved by
including a statement about the diversification and development only occurring where
the transport infrastructure is appropriately sized and where the distinctive character
of that Kent Downs area is protected or enhanced.

Principles

Q23 To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
principles for farmed landscapes? Please select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q23a. If you have any comments on the principles, please tell us in the box
below. If your comment is about a specific principle, please make that clear
in your answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence or examples.

Bredgar Parish Council support the stated principles.
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Woodlands and Trees (pages 89 to 100 in the draft Management Plan)

Overview and context

Q24. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
special characteristics and qualities for woodlands and trees? Please
select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q24a. If you have any comments on the special characteristics and qualities,
please tell us in the box below. If you feel we have missed any special
characteristics or qualities, please include these in your answer. Where
possible, include supporting evidence or examples.

A comprehensive description of the special characteristics and qualities of our
woodland and trees.
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Drivers for change

Q25. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
drivers for change for woodlands and trees? Please select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q25a. If you have any comments on the drivers for change, please tell us in the
box below. If your comment is about a specific driver for change, please
make that clear in your answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence
or examples.

Aims

Q26. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
aims for woodlands and trees? Please select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know
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Q26a. If you have any comments in the aims, please tell us in the box below. If
your comment is about a specific aim, please make that clear in your answer.
Where possible, include supporting evidence or examples.

Aims supported.

Principles

Q27 To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
principles for woodlands and trees? Please select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q27a. If you have any comments on the principles, please tell us in the box
below. If your comment is about a specific principle, please make that clear
in your answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence or examples.

Bredgar Parish Council support the principles.
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Cultural Heritage (pages 100 to 111 in the draft Management Plan)

Overview and context

Q28. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
special characteristics and qualities for cultural heritage? Please select
one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q28a. If you have any comments on the special characteristics and qualities,
please tell us in the box below. If you feel we have missed any special
characteristics or qualities, please include these in your answer. Where
possible, include supporting evidence or examples.
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Drivers for change

Q29. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
drivers for change for cultural heritage? Please select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q29a. If you have any comments on the drivers for change, please tell us in the
box below. If your comment is about a specific driver for change, please
make that clear in your answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence
or examples.

Aims

Q30. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
aims for cultural heritage? Please select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know
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Q30a. If you have any comments on the aims, please tell us in the box below.
If your comment is about a specific aim, please make that clear in your
answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence or examples.

Principles

Q31 To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
principles for cultural heritage? Please select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q31a. If you have any comments on the principles, please tell us in the box
below. If your comment is about a specific principle, please make that clear
in your answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence or examples.
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Heritage Coasts (pages 112 to 120 in the draft Management Plan)

Overview and context

Q32. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
special characteristics and qualities for heritage coasts? Please select
one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q32a. If you have any comments on the special characteristics and qualities,
please tell us in the box below. If you feel we have missed any special
characteristics or qualities, please include these in your answer. Where
possible, include supporting evidence or examples.
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Drivers for change

Q33. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
drivers for change for heritage coasts? Please select one option.

x | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q33a. If you have any comments on the drivers for change, please tell us in the
box below. If your comment is about a specific driver for change, please
make that clear in your answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence
or examples.

Aims

Q34. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
aims for heritage coasts? Please select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

34



YOS Kent Downs

Kent Downs National Landscape Draft Management Plan [ 3 National
. . . J Landscape
Consultation Questionnaire N=

Q34a. If you have any comments on the aims, please tell us in the box below.
If your comment is about a specific aim, please make that clear in your
answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence or examples.

Principles

Q35 To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
principles for heritage coasts? Please select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q35a. If you have any comments on the principles, please tell us in the box
below. If your comment is about a specific principle, please make that clear
in your answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence or examples.
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Geology and Natural Resources (pages 120 to 129 in the draft Management
Plan)

Overview and context

Q36. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
special characteristics and qualities for geology and natural resources?
Please select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q36a. If you have any comments on the special characteristics and qualities,
please tell us in the box below. If you feel we have missed any special
characteristics or qualities, please include these in your answer. Where
possible, include supporting evidence or examples.
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Drivers for change

Q37. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
drivers for change for geology and natural resources? Please select one
option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q37a. If you have any comments on the drivers for change, please tell us in the
box below. If your comment is about a specific driver for change, please
make that clear in your answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence
or examples.

Aims

Q38. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
aims for geology and natural resources? Please select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know
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Q38a. If you have any comments on the aims, please tell us in the box below.
If your comment is about a specific aim, please make that clear in your
answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence or examples.

Principles

Q39 To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
principles for geology and natural resources? Please select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q39a. If you have any comments on the principles, please tell us in the box
below. If your comment is about a specific principle, please make that clear
in your answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence or examples.
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Tranquillity and Dark Night Skies (pages 129 to 135 in the draft Management
Plan)

Overview and context

Q40. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
special characteristics and qualities for tranquillity and dark night
skies? Please select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q40a. If you have any comments on the special characteristics and qualities,
please tell us in the box below. If you feel we have missed any special
characteristics or qualities, please include these in your answer. Where
possible, include supporting evidence or examples.

Bredgar Parish Council highly value tranquillity and our dark night skies. Our
proximity to the M2 motorway generates some degradation but heightens our
awareness of the importance of tranquillity and our dark night skies. Development in
the setting of the Kent Downs National Landscape is a serious risk to our continued
tranquillity and dark night skies.
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Drivers for change

Q41. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
drivers for change for tranquillity and dark night skies? Please select
one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q41a. If you have any comments on the drivers for change, please tell us in the
box below. If your comment is about a specific driver for change, please
make that clear in your answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence
or examples.

The drivers are well documented.

Aims

Q42. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
aims for tranquillity and dark night skies? Please select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know
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Q42a. If you have any comments on the aims, please tell us in the box below.
If your comment is about a specific aim, please make that clear in your
answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence or examples.

Bredgar Parish Council support the stated aims. Aim b) could be improved by
including a reference to the setting as well as the Kent Downs National Landscape.

Principles

Q43 To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
principles for tranquillity and dark night skies? Please select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q43a. If you have any comments on the principles, please tell us in the box
below. If your comment is about a specific principle, please make that clear
in your answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence or examples.

Bredgar Parish Council strongly support all the principles.
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Part B: Social and Economic Components

The draft Management Plan also identifies three social and economic components
which are key to the future conservation and enhancement of the Kent Downs
National Landscapes:

e Quality of Life and Vibrant Communities

e Access, Enjoyment and Understanding

e Development and Planning

Q44. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the key
social and economic components? Please select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q44a. If you feel we have missed any key social or economic components,
please tell us in the box below. You will be given the opportunity to provide
feedback on each of the components in the following questions. Where
possible, include supporting evidence or examples.

We will now ask you some questions on each of the social and economic
components. If you don’t want to provide feedback on a component or question,
please move on to the next one.

e Quality of Life and Vibrant Communities Page 39
e Access, Enjoyment and Understanding Page 42
e Development and Planning Page 45
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Quality of Life and Vibrant Communities (pages 136 to 145 in the draft
Management Plan)

Overview and context

Q45. If you have any comments on the overview and context (or matters
raised) in the quality of life and vibrant communities section, please tell
us in the box below. If you feel we have missed any relevant matters, please
include these in your answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence or
examples.

Drivers for change

Q46. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
drivers for change for quality of life and vibrant communities? Please
select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know
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Q46a. If you have any comments on the drivers for change, please tell us in the
box below. If your comment is about a specific driver for change, please
make that clear in your answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence
or examples.

Aims

Q47. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
aims for quality of life and vibrant communities? Please select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q47a. If you have any comments on the aims, please tell us in the box below.
If your comment is about a specific aim, please make that clear in your
answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence or examples.
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Principles

Q48 To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
principles for quality of life and vibrant communities? Please select one
option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q48a. If you have any comments on the principles, please tell us in the box
below. If your comment is about a specific principle, please make that clear
in your answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence or examples.
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Access, Enjoyment and Understanding (pages 145 to 160 of the draft
Management Plan

Overview and context

Q49. If you have any comments on the overview and context (or matters
raised) in the access, enjoyment and understanding section, please tell
us in the box below. If you feel we have missed any relevant matters,
please include these in your answer. Where possible, include supporting
evidence or examples.

A comprehensive overview and context. Good to see concerns raised about the rural
road network and the misnamed 'garden villages' named as 'garden towns' in
paragraph 4.11.35.

Drivers for change

Q50. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
drivers for change for access, enjoyment and understanding? Please
select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know
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Q50a. If you have any comments on the drivers for change, please tell in the
box below. If your comment is about a specific driver for change, please
make that clear in your answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence
or examples.

Bredgar Parish Council support the aims but great care needs to be taken to ensure
that the new sustainable opportunities and facilities don't detract from the Kent Downs
as recognised in aim 2.

Aims

Q51. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
aims for access, enjoyment and understanding? Please select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q51a. If you have any comments on the aims, please tell us in the box below.
If your comment is about a specific aim, please make that clear in your
answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence or examples.
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Principles

Q52 To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
principles for access, enjoyment and understanding? Please select one
option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q52a. If you have any comments on the principles, please tell us in the box
below. If your comment is about a specific principle, please make that clear
in your answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence or examples.

Bredgar Parish Council strongly support principle AEU11 to reduce the need to travel
by car. Bredgar village has had its bus service withdrawn in recent years - a
retrograde step! Re-introduction of a low cost public bus service might help reduce
some traffic on the rural road network.
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Development and Planning (pages 160 to 172 of the draft Management Plan

Overview and context

Q53. If you have any comments on the overview and context (or matters
raised) in the development and planning section, please tell us in the
box below. If you feel we have missed any relevant matters, please include
these in your answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence or
examples.

Drivers for change

Q54. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
drivers for change for development and planning Please select one
option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know
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Q54a. If you have any comments on the drivers for change, please tell in the
box below. If your comment is about a specific driver for change, please
make that clear in your answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence
or examples.

Bredgar Parish Council would like to see an additional point in driver | that recognises
the threat to the character and quality due to development within the setting of the
Kent Downs National Landscape (as done in driver m).

Aims

Q55. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
aims for development and planning? Please select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q55a. If you have any comments on the aims, please tell us in the box below.
If your comment is about a specific aim, please make that clear in your
answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence or examples.

Bredgar Parish Council strongly support the stated aims.
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Principles

Q56. To what extent do you agree or disagree that we have identified the right
principles for development and planning? Please select one option.

X | Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

| don’t know

Q56a. If you have any comments on the principles, please tell us in the box
below. If your comment is about a specific principle, please make that clear
in your answer. Where possible, include supporting evidence or examples.

Bredgar Parish Council strongly support and endorse the stated principles. We are
particularly pleased to see the importance of the setting of the Kent Downs National
Landscape recognised in DP5.

Additional information

Q57. If there is anything else you would like to tell us about the draft Kent
Downs Management Plan, please tell us in the box below. Where
possible, include supporting evidence or examples.
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(N7 #=g Landscape

If you have any examples of landscape enhancement, biodiversity, or
access improvement projects in your local area, please provide details
in the box below.

If you wish to discuss these, please email us at: mail@kentdowns.org.uk.
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Section 3 — Landscape-led Design Handbook

The original Kent Downs Landscape-led Design Handbook was published in 2004.
While much of the guidance in the Handbook is still relevant today, an update has
been prepared to ensure that it continues to provide relevant, effective, and forward-
looking guidance in a time of significant environmental and social change.

The purpose of this update to the Landscape-led Design Handbook is to continue to
provide practical, readily accessible design guidance to promote landscape sensitive
design that contributes to the conservation and enhancement of the natural beauty
and special qualities of the National Landscape as a whole, and the distinctiveness
of its individual character areas. It also provides guidance for proposals which have
the potential to affect the setting of the Kent Downs including views into and from the
National Landscape.

The updated Handbook supports the delivery of the Management Plan by providing
more detailed guidance to help ensure that developments and land management are
consistent with the Management Plan’s aims, objectives and principles.

Q59. To what extent do you agree or disagree that the Handbook will help
secure high quality, landscape-led development in the Kent Downs
National Landscape? Please select one option.

Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

X |l don’t know

Q59a. Please tell us the reason for your answer in the box below.

Bredgar Parish Council have not been able to review the Handbook in detail.
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Q60. Will the Handbook provide greater clarity to those involved in the
planning process? Please select one option.

Yes

Partly

No

| don’t know

Q60a. Please tell us the reason for your answer in the box below.

Q61. If you have any comments or suggestions on Section 1: Introduction,
please tell us in the box below. Where possible, include supporting
evidence or examples.
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Q62. If you have any comments or suggestions on Section 2: National
Landscape-wide Design Principles, please tell us in the box below.
Where possible, include supporting evidence or examples.

Q63. If you have any comments or suggestions on Section 3: Detailed
Guidance, please tell us in the box below. Where possible, include
supporting evidence or examples.

Q64. If you have any comments or suggestions on Section 4: Detailed
Planting Guidance, please tell us in the box below. Where possible,
include supporting evidence or examples.
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Q65. If you have any comments or suggestions on Section 5: Landscape
Character Area Guidance, please tell us in the box below. Where
possible, include supporting evidence or examples.

Q66. If there are there any other aspects of design that you think should be
included in the Handbook, please tell us in the box below. Where
possible, include supporting evidence or examples.

Q67. If you have any recommendations or suggestions for images of best
practice / good design to help illustrate the Handbook, please tell us in
the box below.
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Q68. If there is anything else you would like to tell us about the draft
Landscape-led Design Handbook, please tell us in the box below. Where
possible, include supporting evidence or examples.
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Section 4 — Supporting Assessments

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Report on the draft
Management Plan

We have completed an SEA on the draft Management Plan. All Protected
Landscape Management Plans must be assessed to make sure there are no
unintended negative effects from the Plan on the environment or on the
internationally important habitats in the area.

The draft SEA and a Non-technical Summary are available on the consultation
webpage: www.kent.gov.uk/kentdowns or in paper copy on request.

Q69. We welcome your views on the Strategic Environmental Assessment
Report and Non-technical Summary. If you have any comments or
suggestions, please tell us in the box below. Where possible, include
supporting evidence or examples.

Unfortunately Bredgar Parish Council have been unable to review the SEA in detail.

58


http://www.kent.gov.uk/

YOS Kent Downs

Kent Downs National Landscape Draft Management Plan [ 3 National
. . . J Landscape
Consultation Questionnaire N=

Equality Analysis

To help ensure that we are meeting our obligations under the Equality Act 2010 we
have prepared an Equality Impact Assessment (EqlA) for the draft Management
Plan.

An EqlA is a tool to assess the potential impact any proposals could have on the
protected characteristics: age, disability, gender reassignment, marriage and civil
partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex, sexual orientation.
We also include carer’s responsibilities.

The EqlA is available from the consultation webpage: www.kent.gov.uk/kentdowns
or in paper copy on request.

Q70. We welcome your views on our equality analysis, including suggestions
for anything else we should consider relating to equality and diversity.
Please add any comments in the box below. Please do not include any
personal information that could identify you or anyone else in your answer.

Not completed as we are a Parish Council.
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Section 5 — Equality Monitoring

We are asking these optional questions to help us meet our obligations under the
Public Sector Equality Duty. This information really helps us to understand how
people with different protected characteristics could be affected by the draft
Management Plan. If you don’t want to answer any of these questions, you
don't have to.

It is not necessary to answer these questions if you are responding on behalf
of an organisation.

Q71. Which of these age groups applies to you?
Please select one option.

16 or under 17-24 25-34 35-54 55-64

| prefer not to
say

65-74 75-84 85+

Q72. What is your ethnic group?
Please select one option.

White

English, Scottish, Welsh, Northern Irish or British

Irish

Gypsy or Irish Traveller

Roma

Any other White background, please tell us:

Mixed or Multiple

White and Black Caribbean

White and Black African

White and Asian

Any other Mixed or Multiple background, please tell us:
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Please see over the page for more ethnic groups.
Asian or Asian British

Indian

Pakistani

Bangladeshi

Chinese

Any other Asian or Asian British background,
please tell us:

Black, Black British, Caribbean or African

Caribbean

African background, write in below

Any other Black, Black British, or Caribbean background, please tell us:

Another ethnic group

Arab

Roma

Any other ethnic group, please tell us:

Q73. Do you have a disability, health condition, physical or mental
impairment that has a substantial and long-term negative effect on your
ability to do normal daily activities?

Please select one option.

Yes

No

| prefer not to say
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Q73a. If you answered ‘Yes’ to Q73, please tell us if any of the following
disabilities or health conditions apply to you. You may have more than
one, so please select all that apply. If none of these applies to you, please
select ‘A different disability or health condition’ and give brief details.

Physical

Sensory (hearing, sight or both)

Longstanding illness or health condition, such as cancer, HIV/AIDS, heart
disease, diabetes or epilepsy

Mental health condition

Learning disability

Neurodivergent, such as ADHD, autism, dyslexia and dyspraxia

| prefer not to say

A different disability or health condition

Kent Downs

“-\q’ Landscape

If you have selected ‘A different disability or health condition’, please tell us:

A Carer is someone who gives unpaid care or help to anyone because they have a
long-term physical or mental health condition or iliness, or problem related to old
age. Both children and adults can be Carers.

Q74. Are you a Carer?
Please select one option.

Yes

No

| prefer not to say
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Q75. What is your religion or belief?
Please select one option.

No religion or belief

Atheist

Christian

Buddhist

Hindu

Jewish

Muslim

Sikh

A different religion or belief, please tell us:

| prefer not to say

Q76. What is your sex? A question about gender identity will follow.

Please select one option.

Female

Male

| prefer not to say

Q77. Is the gender you identify with the same as your sex registered at birth?
Please select one option.

Yes

No, please tell us your gender identity:

| prefer not to say
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Q78. Which of the following best describes your sexual orientation?
Please select one option.

Heterosexual / Straight

Gay or Lesbian

Bisexual

| prefer to define my own sexuality, please tell us:

| prefer not to say

Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire; your feedback is
important to us. All feedback received will be reviewed and considered in the

development of the Management Plan, Landscape-led Design Handbook and
supporting assessments.

We will report back on the feedback we receive, but details of individual responses
will remain anonymous, and we will keep your personal details confidential.

Closing date for responses: 9 August 2026
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Consultation Questionnaire Privacy Policy

Last updated: 10 November 2025

Who are we?

We, Kent County Council (KCC), take our privacy obligations seriously and we’ve
created this privacy policy to explain how we treat your personal information
collected on this website. Personal information is information we hold which is
identifiable as being about you.

Our collection, use and disclosure of your personal information is regulated under
the United Kingdom General Data Protection Regulation and the Data Protection Act
2018. We are responsible as ‘controller’ of that personal information for the purposes
of those laws. Our Data Protection Officer is Benjamin Watts.

The software platform this website runs on and associated technology operations are
provided by Granicus-Firmstep Limited (Granicus). Click this link for the Privacy
Policy governing their service.

The personal information we collect and use

Profile information

To participate in some of the activities you will be asked to register with the website.
In the course of registering, you will be asked to provide a user name, which will be
what people see if you make a comment on the website. We recommend creating an
anonymous user name that is not your actual name.

You will be asked to provide an email address to create an account which will enable
you to take part in some engagement and consultation activities. It will also mean
you can choose to receive updates on specific or general engagement and
consultation activities.

You will be asked to enter your user name and email address to sign into your
account on the website.

We collect your age, sex and the district you live in if you provide it to us on the
registration form. We also ask you the districts and topics you are interested in. This
information is optional and you do not have to provide it to create an account.

Please note that you are able to browse any publicly accessible sections of this
website without registering.

Engagement and consultation information

This is the content you create as part of your interactions with this website. It can
include:
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e responses to surveys, questionnaires and polls, comments on discussion
forums, maps, idea boards, stories and guestbooks or questions asked
through the Q&A tool

e equality data collected through questionnaire response - age, disability,
gender re-assignment, pregnancy or maternity, race, religion or belief, sex,
sexual orientation and caring responsibilities

¢ employment and education details

e postcode collected through questionnaire response.

We ask you not to provide information that will identify you in your written answers to
questions and comments on this website.

You do not need to submit any equality or postcode information if you do not want to.
KCC is committed to the principle that all our customers have the right to equality
and fairness in the way they are treated and in the services that they receive. Any
information you do give will be used to see if there are any differences in views for
different groups of people Equality monitoring data collected through questionnaires
and surveys may be used for monitoring so we can see which communities we are
reaching and then put actions in place to reach other groups that are relevant to the
engagement or consultation activity.

No personal information which can identify you, such as your name, user name or
email address, will be used in producing public reports. We will follow our Data
Protection policies to keep your information secure and confidential. Your equality
data will be anonymised (registration information will be removed) before it is shared
with any external organisations who have been commissioned on individual projects
to undertake analysis and reporting on our engagement and consultation activities.

Usage information

We use cookies to record information about your visits to this website. We may
collect information based on your browsing (click stream) activities. This information
includes pages browsed, projects viewed, tools used, document downloads and
video views. They allow us to recognise and count the number of visitors and to see
how visitors move around our website when they are using it. This information is
used to improve how the website functions and to understand how users interact
with it.

IP addresses are collected for website security purposes by Granicus who provide
the software for this website. This information will not be linked to your responses
and registration information.

We also use Google Analytics to view data related to our website’s traffic and
activity. This information may include page visits, length of visit, browser (e.g. Edge,
Chrome etc.) or device type (e.g. desktop, mobile etc.) and the site you were on
before you clicked over to this website.
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IP addresses are held within the Google Analytics platform, which is separate from
this website and will not be linked to your responses and registration information.

Some of these cookies are 'strictly necessary' to provide the basic functions of the
website and cannot be turned off, while others, if present, have the option of being
turned off by users. The Cookie Policy is available to view on this website.

How we use the information we collect

We collect and use this information in order to:
e facilitate your participation in our consultation and engagement activities
e understand your views about a particular topic or KCC activity
e analyse consultation and engagement activity
¢ inform KCC'’s future strategy, policy, service design and budget planning
¢ undertake equality monitoring
e authenticate and verify your account (through your email address)

e communicate information to you about engagement and consultation
opportunities, events and other initiatives, if you have requested to be kept
informed

e remind you to update your account information

¢ inform you of the outcome of the engagement and consultation activities, if
you have requested to be kept informed

e respond to enquiries and comments

e contact you if you object to a Traffic Regulation Order or in other consultations
where we are required to contact you

e understand how users interact with the website and improve how our website
functions

e protect the integrity of discussion from individuals and groups who may
attempt to unduly influence the outcomes of consultation or engagement
activities

e provide access to private areas of the website for invited users.

This website is moderated by Granicus’ moderation team who provide support to
ensure participants are safe from malicious, inflammatory, and illegal materials. If
you post something to this website, which is removed by the moderators, you will
receive a notification via email informing you of the decision. You will be informed as
to which of the moderation rules you are in breach of and asked to review and
resubmit your contribution. Moderators do not have access to your user information
stored on this website. Moderators are only able to view your publicly visible user
name and text or image contribution for the express purposes of moderating those
elements. The Moderation Policy is available to view on this website.
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We may use your postcode to analyse the geographical spread of responses and in
some cases to understand in more detail how responses might be impacted by
location. We will only ask you for the first five characters of your postcode to avoid
being able to identify specific households in less populated areas.

We may use your postcode to carry out a type of profiling to estimate which one of a
number of lifestyle groups you are most likely to fall into. We would do this using
geodemographic segmentation tools. We do not make any decisions about individual
service users based solely on automated processing, including profiling.

How long your personal data will be kept

We will hold any personal information provided by you as part of engagement or
consultation activity for up to six years following the closure of a consultation.

The personal information you provide to create an account (register) will be kept
unless you log in to update your account information, or request that your account is
deleted. You can request deletion by contacting consultation@kent.gov.uk.

Reasons we can collect and use your personal information

For engagement and consultation activity carried out on this website we rely on UK
GDPR Atrticle 6(1)(e): ‘processing is necessary for the performance of a task carried
out in the public interest’ and Article 6(1)(c) ‘for compliance with a legal obligation to
which the controller is subject’ as our lawful basis.

We rely on Article 6(1)(a) consent when you register and request to be notified of
updates and alerts. You can opt out of these updates and alerts at any time by
updating your registration profile.

We also rely on consent for the collection of any non-essential cookies.

You can delete your account with us at any time by contacting
consultation@kent.gov.uk. Please note that all consultation responses will be
deleted from the website with the deletion of an account. However, we will not be
able to delete responses that have been included (in aggregate, non-identified form)
in reports (or data tables) already produced based on the responses available at that
time.

You can also update your information and preferences at any time by logging into
your account.

We rely on Article 9(2)(g) ‘processing is necessary for reasons of substantial public
interest’ (statutory etc and government purposes, equality of opportunity or
treatment) as the lawful basis on which we collect and use your special category
data.

The processing is necessary for statutory purposes including equality monitoring or
to understand the potential impact of proposals on conditions related to personal or

special category data within your response (e.g. when identifying or keeping under
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review the existence or absence of equality of opportunity or treatment between
groups of people with the view to enabling such equality to be promoted or
maintained). It is necessary for identifying or keeping under review the existence or
absence of equality of opportunity or treatment between groups of people with the
view to enabling such equality to be promoted or maintained. You can read KCC’s
Equality Policy on our website.

Who we share your personal information with

We may share your personal data and feedback with those listed below. In some
cases that may include your user name and email address:

e services within the Council who are responsible for the management of the
engagement or consultation activity

¢ a third-party supplier who has been contracted to independently analyse the
consultation responses. Registration information (user name and email
address) will be removed before data is shared

e organisations such as schools, academies and the NHS with whom we may
be consulting in partnership, or on behalf of

e district or borough councils or government departments with whom we may be
consulting in partnership or on behalf of. Registration information (user name
and email address) will be removed before data is shared.

We will share personal information with law enforcement or other authorities if
required by applicable law.

Any personal information provided that could identify you will be removed before
consultation or engagement results are published.

Granicus’ moderators do not have access to your user information stored on this
website. Moderators are only able to view publicly visible user names and text or
image-based contributions for the express purposes of moderating those elements. If
you feel a comment or contribution on the site is in breach of the rules you are within
your right to alert the moderators through the “alert moderator” link near the
comment you believe needs to be escalated to the moderation team. Alerting a
moderator will not reveal your identity to the person who posted the comment.

Granicus’ software support team may be given access to the back-office functionality
of the website to investigate and fix software faults, produce benchmarking reports
and to delete accounts.
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Your rights

Under UK GDPR you have a number of rights which you can access free of charge
which allow you to:

e know what we are doing with your information and why we are doing it
e ask to see what information we hold about you

e ask us to correct any mistakes in the information we hold about you

e object to direct marketing

e make a complaint to the Information Commissioner’s Office.

Depending on our reason for using your information you may also be entitled to:

e ask us to delete information we hold about you

e have your information transferred electronically to yourself or to another
organisation

e object to decisions being made that significantly affect you

e object to how we are using your information

e stop us using your information in certain ways.

We will always seek to comply with your request. However, we may be required to
hold or use your information to comply with legal duties.

For further information about your rights, including the circumstances in which they
apply, see the guidance from the UK Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) on
individuals’ rights under GDPR.

If you would like to exercise a right, please contact the Information Resilience and
Transparency Team at data.protection@kent.gov.uk.

Withdraw your consent

Where we rely on your consent, you can withdraw your consent at any time. The
withdrawal of consent shall not affect the lawfulness of processing based on consent
before its withdrawal.

You can do this by:

e updating your registration profile

¢ clicking on cookie management buttons when accessing the website
e contacting KCC directly

e clicking on unsubscribe on any emails received from Let’s talk Kent.

Keeping your personal information secure

We have appropriate security measures in place to prevent personal information
from being accidentally lost or used or accessed in an unauthorised way. We limit
access to your personal information to those who have a genuine business need to
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know it. Those processing your information will do so only in an authorised manner
and are subject to a duty of confidentiality.

We also have procedures in place to deal with any suspected data security breach. If
we have your contact information, we will notify you and any applicable regulator of a
suspected data security breach where we are legally required to do so.

External links

Our website may contain links to other websites. Those links are provided for
convenience and may not remain current or be maintained. We are not responsible
for the privacy practices of linked websites and we suggest you review the privacy
policies of those websites before using them.

Security

While no online service is completely secure, we work very hard to protect
information about you against unauthorised access, use, alteration, or destruction,
and take all reasonable measures to do so.

Who to contact

Please contact the Information Resilience and Transparency Team at
data.protection@kent.gov.uk to exercise any of your rights, or if you have a
complaint about why your information has been collected, how it has been used or
how long we have kept it for.

You can contact our Data Protection Officer, Benjamin Watts, at dpo@kent.gov.uk.
Or write to Data Protection Officer, Kent County Council, Sessions House,
Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1XQ.

The United Kingdom General Data Protection Regulation also gives you the right to
lodge a complaint with the Information Commissioner who may be contacted at
https://ico.org.uk/concerns or telephone 03031 231113.

For further information about our privacy policy and related information practices, or
to access or correct your personal information, please contact us
at consultation@kent.gov.uk
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