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Present:	Chair	Cllr.	Brian	Clarke;	Vice	Chair	Cllr.	Nigel	Osmer;		
Cllr.	Mike	Day;	Cllr.	Stephen	Parfitt,	Cllr.	David	Priestley,	Cllr.	Penny	Twaites	and		
Cllr.	Hilary	Whitnell.	
	
Clerk:	Teresa	Hudson.	
	
Members	of	the	Public:	There	were	21	members	of	the	public	present.	
	

1. Apologies  
Apologies were received and accepted from Helen Whately MP and SBC Cllr. 
Monique Bonney. 

	
2. Declaration of members’ personal and prejudicial interests: 

There were no interests to declare. 
	

3. Declaration of any intention to record or film the PC meeting by any member 
of the Council or member of the public. 
There were no intentions to record or film the meeting by anyone present. 

	
4. Minutes of the previous meeting held on 13th November 2024 and matters 

arising from these minutes. 
The	Minutes	of	the	previous	PC	meeting	held	on	13th	November	2024	were	read	
and	formally	approved	by	the	Parish	Council.		They	are	now	available	on	the	
Parish	website.		Proposed	by	Cllr.	B.	Clarke,	seconded	by	Cllr.	D.	Priestley,	all	
councillors	agreed.	
The	Minutes	were	signed	by	the	Chair	at	the	end	of	the	meeting.	
	

	 Matters	Arising	
Following	the	PC	and	cricket	club	decision	to	decline	the	grass	cutting	services	of	
Landscape	Services,	the	PC	has	requested	a	quote	from	Blenwood	to	carry	out	
the	grass	cutting	in	the	recreation	ground.		The	quote	has	yet	to	be	received	by	
the	clerk.	
Bredgar	Parish	Council	website	is	now	operating	officially	as		
bredgarparishcouncil.gov.uk.	
The	policies	reviewed	at	the	November	meeting	will	be	updated	and	on	the	
website	prior	to	the	next	meeting.	
	

5. Highsted Park Inquiry Update 
The Chair, Cllr. Clarke, welcomed members of the public to the meeting and 
thanked them for coming. 
He invited them to view the papers laid out which show the planning application 
and area maps to be discussed.  These papers are available on the Parish Coun-
cil website. 
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The  development set out in the planning applications stretches from Bapchild to 
Bredgar and proposes 1250 houses at Teynham as well as 7150 houses north of 
the M2, east of Ruins Barn Road and north of Bexon Lane.  This implies a huge 
impact on the parish, with a new junction oO the M2 which would give no direct 
access to Bredgar from the south side of the M2, but will link on to Ruins Barn 
Road and significantly increase the traOic on the rural  lanes.  The proposed 5A 
junction layout would extend into the Kent Downs National Landscape (KDNL) 
exceedingly close to some properties in Bexon Lane. The expanded Science Park 
would include very high commercial buildings (16m) on the north side of the M2, 
an abrupt landscape change not in keeping with the KDNL.  
Swale Borough Council (SBC) held a planning meeting on the 7th November 
2024 at which the application was expected to be rejected, however, just before 
the start of the meeting the application was called in by the Secretary of State. 
The meeting still went ahead with Bredgar Cllrs Clarke and Twaites speaking 
against the planning applications stating the enormous detrimental impact of 
the proposal, but the planning decision will now be taken by the Secretary of 
State following a Planning Inspectorate Inquiry.  
 
This inquiry is due to start on 11th March and will run for 12 weeks. The two main 
participants are Swale Borough Council and Quinn Estates Ltd, along with G.H. 
Dean & Co Ltd, Atwood Farms Ltd, Atwood Trustees and AG Kent Holding BV. 
 
The other participants are: 

• KCC 
• National Highways 
• The Duchy of Cornwall 
• The Teynham and Highsted Action Group (The Action Group) 
• The Five Parishes Group. 

 
The other participants have been formally granted  Rule 6 party status, i.e. have 
an interest in the outcome.  They will each provide evidence to the Inquiry on 
their target focus areas. 
The Duchy of Cornwall, a potential major developer near Faversham, has an in-
terest as the outcome could influence their housing numbers for their proposed 
development.  National Highways have put a holding objection on junction 5A of 
the M2 as there is not enough detail yet. 
Councillors explained that the whilst the approved housing application numbers 
under the current Local Plan for Swale exceed the target required by the govern-
ment, developers and housing associations have not built all the houses where 
they have permission. This enables developers to oOer alternative planning ap-
plications which are contrary to the plan led system. 

 
6. Representations from the public 
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Question: 
Who is the Planning Inspector for the Inquiry? 
Answer: 
Alison Dyson, from the Planning Inspectorate based in Bristol. 
Question: 
Could the Secretary of State overrule the recommendation of the Planning In-
spector? 
Answer: 
Yes, but would need to have good reason.  A decision that does not follow due 
process could be challenged at Judicial Review. 
Question: 
There are major concerns about lack of current infrastructure, what are the plans 
for the extra infrastructure required? 
Answer: 
The developer's plans include the building of the new motorway junction, the 
Southern Relief Road and completing the Northern Relief Road, all to be privately 
funded. New schools, doctor surgery and community facilities are proposed etc. 
Past experience indicates there must be a real concern that the developer funds 
will run out before all of these are provided. However, the developers would ar-
gue that a larger scale development enables more infrastructure to be provided. 
 
Question: 
Are there plans for more sewerage facilities? 
Answer: 
Southern Water have a response on the planning portal and are therefore aware 
of the planning application. Water companies have a statutory duty to provide 
the necessary services. 
Question: 
How soon after the inquiry is completed would there be a decision? 
Answer: 
Timing will be set by the Secretary of State. But government policy on housing in-
dicates a decision may follow fairly swiftly after the inquiry. 
Question: 
What is S106? 
Answer: 
A section 106 (S106) is a legal agreement between developers and local planning 
authorities to contribute towards a range of infrastructure and services, such as 
community facilities, public open space, transport improvements and/or 
affordable housing. The required infrastructure will be part of a S106.  But it can 
take seven years for National Health funding to feed through following additional 
housing developments.	
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All these concerns and queries were raised at the SBC planning meeting and will 
be raised again for investigation at the inquiry.  SBC and the Five Parishes Group 
have barristers and consultants in place or being engaged with the funding do-
nated, who are highly regarded in their fields. 

 
The members of the public left the meeting at 8.30pm. 

 
7. Formal membership of the Five Parishes Group 

Cllr. Twaites informed the meeting that there is a small risk for the Rule 6 partici-
pants in that if the inspector felt the parties had wasted time during the process 
they could have costs awarded against them.  This is extremely rare. 
The Council's insurance company have been made aware of the situation.  If 
councillors are doing something in the course of their duty and require legal as-
sistance, then they are covered.  The question is whether this is in the course of 
duty according to the constitution of a parish council or if the cost charged is 
claimable. 
Cllrs Clarke and Twaites have been representatives on the Five Parishes Group 
for many years at the request of the Parish Council and have always acted for the 
Parish and not in their own right. 
The Five Parishes Group is an unincorporated association; their constitution is 
an appendix to these Minutes. 
Bredgar PC are acknowledged as part of Five Parishes Group. 
All councillors are happy that Cllr Clarke and Cllr Twaites represent the PC. 
To formalise the proposal, Bredgar Parish Council supports the membership 
of Five Parishes Group. 
Proposed by Cllr. P. Twaites, seconded by Cllr, H. Whitnell.  All agreed. 
 
The PC request that Cllr. B. Clarke and Cllr. P. Twaites to be representatives 
of Five Parishes Group for Bredgar Parish Council.  Proposed by Cllr. N. Os-
mer, seconded by Cllr. D. Priestley.  All agreed. 

	
8. Donation to the Five Parishes Group 

In order for the Five Parishes Group to participate at the inquiry, they need a bar-
rister and expert witnesses.  These cost money so fundraising has begun to pay 
for these.  So far,  approximately £28000 has been raised but more is needed. 
Bredgar is sharing a barrister with Teynham which will reduce costs and be ben-
eficial as he will have all the information and will not duplicate it. 
Councillors would like to make a donation to the 5PG fund for legal representa-
tion.  The sum of £500 was agreed by 6 councillors.  Proposed by Cllr. P. Twaites, 
seconded by Cllr. B. Clarke.  Cllr. S. Parfitt proposed a higher amount, however, 
the option to add to the donation at a later date was agreed by all councillors. 

 
9. Any Other Business 
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Grass Cutting 
Following emails from Highways concerning the grass cutting/village mainte-
nance contract for the coming year, the Chair has contacted Rob Lucas at SBC to 
ask if he would act as certifier for H&S matters with regard to the contract for 
grass cutting.   
 
Cllr. Clarke attended the liaison meeting for devolution at SBC.  Kent local au-
thorities have not be given the opportunity to have a mayor, but have been asked 
by the government to provide a plan for devolution. 

	
10. Date of next meeting  

5th March 2025 
Parish Meeting and AGM – 7th May 2025 
13th August 2025 
26th November 2025. 
 
The meeting concluded at 9.20pm. 
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Appendix	
	
Five	Parishes	Group	-	Constitution	
	
The	5PG	is	a	loose	grouping	of	Parish	Councils,	from	the	villages	of	Bapchild,	Bredgar,	
Milstead,	Rodmersham	and	Tunstall	who	have	agreed	to	meet	from	time	to	time.	They	
work	jointly	to	represent	the	views	of	their	communities	in	relation	to	current	large	
scale	development	proposals	around	those	villages	and	other	matters	of	communal	
interest	and	to	act	to	support	these	views.	
	
The	5PG	committee	for	meetings	is	typically	made	up	of	two	or	three	members	from	
each	Parish	Council,	preferably	including	the	Parish	Council	chair	person.	The	
committee	appoints	a	chair	to	conduct	meetings	and	represent	the	5PG.	
	
The	5PG	has	a	dedicated	bank	account	into	which	all	donations	are	paid,	and	which	is	
audited	annually.	It	also	has	a	website	at	fiveparishes.org.uk.	
	
The	group	will	continue	in	its	work	until	representatives	from	each	Parish	agree	that	it	
should	be	dissolved.	
	
(Updated	31st	January	2025)	


