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Present:  Chair Cllr. Brian Clarke; Vice Chair Cllr. Nigel Osmer;  
Cllr. Mike Day; Cllr. Stephen Parfitt; Cllr. David Priestley; Cllr. Penny Twaites and Cllr. 
Hilary Whitnell. 
Clerk: Teresa Hudson 
Ten members of the public attended. 
 
A display of documents for the proposed planning application ‘Highsted Park’ 
was available for parishioners to see and understand what the proposals are for the 
8400 houses and other industrial units. The display included illustrations and diagrams 
of the proposed M2 Junction 5A that will be just east of Ruins Barn Road and a report by 
the applicant showing forecast traTic levels in the rural lanes. 
 
Chair, Cllr Clarke spoke to the meeting about how the 5 Parishes Group were 
challenging the proposals at the inquiry currently ongoing at Swale Borough Council 
oTices. 
The inquiry is due to take 12 working weeks and end late in July. 
 
A proposed ‘busway’ following the route of the proposed SSRR in Highsted Valley near 
Rodmersham Green looks similar to a busway in Cambridge that has been subject to a 
poor safety record resulting in three fatalities, as well as numerous near-misses and 
accidents.  Cambridgeshire County Council have been fined £6m for the safety 
breaches. 
 
At Kent Science Park, 80 hectares of extra industrial units are proposed, some of which 
could be up to 16m high in the countryside.  However, similar industrial units in 
Faversham are still vacant. 
 
Cllr Clarke estimated that the Highsted Park applications could to result in an extra 
25000 to 30000 car trips per day in the area and a significant increase in use of rural 
lanes from the proposed development.   
 
Question: Where will all the people come from for a busway? 
Answer: From the 8400 new houses proposed. 
 
Question: In which phase is the proposed new sports field? 
Answer: Unsure but probably phase 2. 
 
Question: Highways were against the proposed junction 5a of the M2 as they thought 
the exit/entry was unfeasible? 
Answer: Highways are now accepting it could be done. 
 
Documents of the proposal are available on the Swale Borough Council and the 
Planning Inquiry websites. 
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Chair, Cllr. Clarke read out the Chairman’s report to the parishioners. 
PC Richard Divers arrives at 7.25pm. 
 
Question: There is an issue with cars parking on pavements in the village.  What is the 
legal position? 
Answer: PC Divers stated that the law says vehicles ‘should not’ park in a certain way; it 
is an oTence if you cannot get a double buggy through on a pavement.  He suggests 
taking a photo and emailing it to him.  He will then send a letter to the registered owner 
of the vehicle saying if it happens again he would invoke the law. 
 
PC Divers informed parishioners that Sittingbourne Police Station has had a large 
investment recently and can now respond quickly to reports in the area with a task 
force. 
He patrols the villages and carries out surgeries.  He asked that people report any 
‘intelligence’ to him as there are now the facilities to respond and make a diTerence. 
Recently, a large cannabis factory local to Bredgar was found.  Plants worth £250 000 
and equipment worth £200 000 were confiscated. 
 
Details of incidents are circulated by email on My Community Voice which is available 
to anyone supplies their email address. 
 
Cllr. Parfitt also currently emails a newsletter to anyone who supplies their email 
address to him.  He circulates it on blind copy, so nobody else’s email address is seen. 
 
PC Divers oTered to assist if Bredgar had a problem with school parking.  Cllr. Whitnell 
said parking is allowed in the village hall car park and that generally parking was only an 
issue for short periods in the daytime. 
 
PC Divers is currently assisting a vulnerable person in the village and working to make 
them as safe as possible.  He asked that parishioners look out for vulnerable people. 
 
Fly tipping is regularly reported and the clear up rate is improving in Swale.  Cllr. Parfitt 
asked that if anyone notices a fly tipping incident that they do not touch it as it may 
contaminate any possible evidence. 
 
PC Divers stated that there has been illegal burning in Ruins Barn Road.  He asked that if 
anyone sees anything that they email him any evidence with a date and time. 
 
Before he left, PC Divers stated that he is keen to build a rapport with the area. 
 
The Annual Parish Meeting closed at 7.53pm. 
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